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INTRODUCTION. 

It  appears  desirable  in  issuing  this  estimate  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  principal  crops  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1880  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  these  are  only  estimates,  and  are  based  on  a 
calculation  which  is  made  each  year,  from  one  census  to  another,  which 
calculation  is  believed  to  be  the  best  approximate  available. 

The  public  demand  for  annual  statements  of  the  agricultural  produc- 
tion of  the  country  led  to  the  organization,  by  Mr.  Lewis  Bollman,  the 
first  statistician  of  this  department,  of  the  system  of  collecting  and  com- 
piling such  statistics  now  in  use,  the  basis  or  starting  point  of  which  is 
the  United  States  census. 

The  production  of  the  year  immediately  following  that  of  the  census 
is  carefully  compared  by  a  corps  of  county  reporters,  with  the  actual 
enumeration,  and  the  result  of  the  comparison  is  given  in  the  form  of 
a  percentage  of  the  census  crop.  This  process  is  carried  on  from  year 
to  year,  the  estimates  being  checked  whenever  possible  by  comparison 
with  official  reports  made  by  State  authority,  and  corrected  in  all  pos- 
sible ways. 

In  a  country  embracing  such  an  extent  of  area,  together  with  the 
magical  changes  yearly  taking  place  in  the  rapidly-developing  States 
and  Territories  of  the  West,  where  the  status  of  agriculture  is  not  fixed, 
or  where  at  the  time  of  the  last  census  there  was  none,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  obtain  accuracy  or  prevent  the  introduction  of  errors,  which 
when  carried  on  from  year  to  year  might  result  in  a  wide  departure  from 
the  actual  facts. 

It  had  been  hoped  and  expected  that  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  year 
just  closing,  the  returns  of  the  census  for  1880  would  be  available  for 
our  use,  and  the  errors  into  which  we  have  been  led  during  the  lapse  of 
ten  years,  since  we  got  a  definite  base  of  calculation,  might  be  corrected, 
but  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  has  not  been  able  to  prepare  the 
tables  needed  in  time  for  use  in  this  report  ;  therefore,  should  differences 
occur  between  this  estimate  and  those  ultimately  published  in  the  annual 
report  the  reader  may  know  that  the  changes  have  been  made  in  accord 
with  the  actual  data  supplied  by  the  census. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  the  values  given  in  this  report 
are  those  returned  us  by  the  farmers,  and  represent  the  average  price  to 
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them  at  their  home  markets  in  the  several  States.  Of  course,  that  value 
is  materially  different  from  the  value  in  the  great  marts  of  commerce, 
with  the  addition  of  freight,  commission,  and  profit  which  naturally  en- 
sues in  the  transmission  of  crops  from  the  place  of  production. 

WHEAT. 


The  yield  of  wheat,  as  returned  us  by  our  correspondents  in  November, 
indicated  an  average  yield  for  the  whole  country  of  13.3  bushsels  per 
acre,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  and  slightly  more  than  1878, 
The  acreage  in  this  cereal  was  increased  nearly  11  per  cent.,  and  was  es- 
timated at  36,037,950  acres  for  this  year,  giving  a  total  crop  of  480,819,000 
bushels  against  448,756,000  in  1879.  With  the  increase  of  population 
and  area  to  be  sown,  added  to  the  increase  in  consumption  caused  by 
the  prosperity  of  all  sections  of  our  country,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  the 
home  consumption  of  this  cereal  to  be  275,000,000  bushels  for  the  year, 
thus  leaving  a  surplus  for  export  of  205,000,000  bushels. 

The  price  per  bushel,  as  returned  us  by  the  producer  is  $0.96,  making 
a  total  value  of  $460,597,000  against  $497,000,000  in  1879  at  the  same 
date. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  estimates  of  area,  quantity,  value,  and 
export  since  ten  years  may  be  found  of  interest: 

Table  of  icheat  wop  and  value  since  1870. 


Years. 


1871... 
1872..- 
1873... 
1874... 
1875... 
1876... 
1877... 
1878... 
1879... 
1880. .. 


Acreage. 


Yield 

per 

acre. 


19,  943,  893 

20,  858,  359 
22,171,676 
24,  967,  027 

26,  381,  512 

27,  627,  021 
26,  277,  546 
32, 108,  560 
32,  545,  899 
36,  037,  950 


Bushels. 
11.5 
11.9 
12.7 
12.3 
11.0 


10. 
13. 
13. 
13. 

13. 


Total  product. 

Price  per 
bushel. 

Bushels. 

230,  722,  400 

$1  25.  8 

249,  997,  100 

1  24 

281,  254,  700 

1  15 

309, 102,  700 

0  94.1 

292, 136,  000 

1  00 

289,  356,  500 

1  03.7 

364, 194, 146 

1  08.2 

420,  122,  400 

0  77.7 

448,  756, 118 

1  10.8 

480,  849,  700 

0  95.8 

of  product. 


$290, 
310, 
323, 
291, 
294, 
300, 
394, 
326, 
497. 
460. 


411,  820 
180,875 
594,  805 
107,  895 
580,  990 
259,  300 
695,  779 
346,  424 
008,  803 
597,  000 


Wheat  and  flour 
exported  in  the 
fiscal  year  clos- 
ing June  30  fol- 
lowing. 


Bushels. 
38,  995,  755 
52,  014,  715 
91,  510,  398 
72,  912,  817 
74,  750,  682 
57, 149,  949 
92,141,626 
150,  502,  506 
180,  304.  000 


WINTEE  WHEAT. 


The  preliminary  investigation,  made  December  1,  regarding  the  area 
and  condition  of  winter-sown  wheat  shows  an  increase  in  the  acreage 
since  that  of  last  fall  amounting  to  nearly  4  per  cent.  The  largest  in- 
crease is  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  which  is  reported  as  being  13  per  cent.; 
in  Ohio  the  increase  is  3 ;  and  in  Maryland  and  Missouri  it  is  2.  Illinois 
and  Pennsylvania,  both  large  winter- wheat  growing  States,  report  only 
an  increase  in  area  of  one  per  cent.  each.  Indiana,  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia,, and  New  York,  each  of  which  plants  large  areas  in  this  crop,  all 
report  a  decline,  more  or  less ;  the  principal  cause  for  the  decline  being 
stated  to  be  drought  at  seeding  time. 
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The  following  notes  are  given  : 

New  Hampshire. — Carroll:  Fair  condition  ;  now  covered  with  snow. 

Vermont. — Caledonia  :  Steady  yearly  increase  in  acreage. 

New  York. — Genesee :  Growth  not  so  large  as  last  year ;  looking  well  before  covered 
with  snow.  Madison  :  Looking  finely.  Montgomery  :  Strong  and  healthy  ;  prospects 
above  average.  Tioga:  Some  complaint  of  the  fly;  quite  a  number  of  fields  ruined. 
Suffolk :  Early  sown  looks  well ;  much  of  it  is  late,  owing  to  scarcity  of  labor. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington  :  Larger  growth  than  at  this  time  last  year.  Hunterdon : 
Early  sown  injured  to  some  extent  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Middlesex:  Fair  condition, 
though  the  ground  is  quite  dry.  Mercer :  Much  of  it  was  sown  late ;  growth  retarded 
by  cold  weather.      Warren  :  Much  affected  by  a  bug  in  the  heart  of  the  stalk. 

Pennsylvania. — Blair:  Does  not  look  so  well  as  last  year.  Bucks:  Early  sown 
somewhat  affected  by  the  fly  ;  late  sown  did  not  set  well,  owing  to  dry  weather.  Cum- 
berland: In  some  sections  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Fayette:  Increased  acreage. 
Indiana  :  Favorable  fall  for  winter  grain  ;  got  a  good  start  before  winter  set  in.  Law- 
rence :  Favorable  weather  for  seeding.  Lehigh  :  Too  dry  at  seeding  time.  Lebanon : 
Some  damage  by  the  fly  ;  most  of  it  put  in  late,  and  the  weather  has  been  too  dry  for 
it.  Lycoming  :  Growth  not  so  strong  as  in  previous  years  ;  recent  cold  weather  causes 
it  to  look  poorly.  Monroe:  Looking  well.  York :  Favorable  prospects.  Sullivan: 
Best  prospects  for  years.  Warren:  Large  acreage  ;  looking  well.  Washington:  Splen- 
did.     Venango  :  Acreage  cut  short  by  dry  weather  at  seeding  time. 

Maryland. — Caroline:  Largest  area  ever  sown.  Carroll:  Early  sown  injured  by 
the  fly;  late  sown  very  small  but  healthy.  Harford:  Small  growth;  fall  drought. 
Montgomery:  Unfavorable  start ;  dry  fall  prevented  early  vegetation  ;  winter  came  on 
before  it  attained  an  average  condition  ;  acreage  increased. 

Virginia. — Bedford  :  Not  so  much  sown  as  last  year ;  dry  weather  prevented  prep- 
aration of  the  ground.  Carroll:  Winter  grain  is  doing  well.  Dinwiddle:  Acreage  20 
per  cent,  short ;  dry  fall,  followed  by  cold  weather.  Lloyd :  Thin  on  ground ;  dry 
weather  and  recent  cold  snap.  Fluvanna :  Favorable  prospects.  Greenville:  Dry 
weather  prevented  some  farmers  from  seeding.  Halifax :  Rainy  weather  decreased 
acreage.  Highland:  Late  sown;  dry  fall.  King  George:  Looks  well.  King  and 
Queen:  Acreage  increased  20  per  cent.  Lee:  Sown  late;  much  of  it  not  up.  Middle- 
sex :  Does  not  look  so  well  as  usual ;  cold,  wet  weather.  Northampton  :  Sown  late ; 
backward  growth.  Westmoreland:  Generally  poor;  late  seeding  and  early  frosts. 
Caroline :  Season  cold  and  unfavorable  for  winter  grain. 

North  Carolina — Anson:  But  little  sown  ;  wet  weather.  Burke:  Sown  late,  but 
doing  well.  Gaston :  Seeding  seriously  retarded  by  wet  weather  and  the  cold  snap. 
Halifax:  Small  acreage;  dry  weather  in  October  and  cold  and  wet  in  November. 
Iredell :  Many  farmers  are  not  done  seeding  ;  dry  fall,  then  continued  rains.  Johns- 
ton :  Will  not  be  an  average  crop  put  in.  Wilson  :  Not  all  up  yet.  Yadkin :  Looking 
well. 

South  Carolina. — Anderson:  Not  all  sown  yet.  Fairfield:  Not  all  sown;  wet 
weather  prevented  plowing.  Lexington  :  Not  all  in  yet ;  seeding  very  late,  owing  to 
rains.     Bichland  :  Continued  rains  prevented  seeding. 

Georgia. — Coweta  :  But  little  sown,  owing  to  wet  condition  of  the  land.  Carroll  : 
A  large  acreage  will  be  put  in  if  the  weather  remains  favorable.  Cobb  :  Do  not  finish 
seeding  until  December  15.  Clarke  :  Much  pains  taken  with  it ;  not  done  seeding  yet. 
Douglas:  Unfavorable  weather ;  one-half  not  yet  sown.  Dawson:  Acreage  increased  ; 
favorable  fall.  De  Kalb  :  Seeding  retarded  by  rainy  weather.  Fulton  :  Seeding  dis- 
continued, owing  to  heavy  rains.  Gordon  :  Not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  acreage 
is  yet  sown  ;  heavy  rains.  Jasper  :  Sown  very  late  ;  wet  weather.  Jefferson :  De- 
creased acreage  ;  wet  weather.  Marion  :  Seeding  not  completed.  McDuffie :  Seeding 
retarded  by  rains.  Hart :  Not  all  sown  yet.  Haralson  :  Sown  late ;  wet  weather. 
Dike  :  Not  done  seeding  yet ;  too  much  rain.  Paulding  :  Much  care  taken  this  fall  in 
seeding.     Putnam:  Too  wet  for  sowing  small  grain.     Taliaferro:  But  little  seeding 
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done  as  yet ;  wet  weather.     Warren  :    Seeding   stopped  by  rains.     Lincoln  :  Partial 
crop  sown  ;  wet  weather. 

Alabama. — De  Ealb  .-^Rains  caused  seeding  to  Tie  discontinued;  full  crop  cannot  he 
put  in. 

Mississippi. — Choctaw  :  Seediug  prevented  by  fall  rains.  La  Fayette  :  Our  last  crop 
was  such  a  failure  that  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  usual  acreage  was  put  in. 
Panola  :  None  sown  yet ;  wet  weather  made  the  lands  too  wet  for  plowing.  Oktibbeha  : 
Rain  retards  seeding.     Tippah  :  Unfavorable  fall  for  seediug. 

Texas. — Austin  :  None  sown  yet ;  bad  weather  and  a  heavy  coat  of  crab  grass. 
Brown  :  Seediug  still  going  on;  seed  very  scarce.  Burnet:  None  sown  yet;  rainy 
weather  and  scarcity  of  seed.  Bexar:  None  sown  yet :  incessant  rains.  Bell:  Ground 
too  wet  to  plow.  Coll  in  :  Neglected;  scarcity  of  labor  at  seeding  time.  Coryell:  Seed- 
ing backward.  Dallas  :  Neglected  for  cotton.  Ellis :  But  little  sown  :  unfavorable 
weather  and  scarcity  of  labor.  Gillespie :  Excessive  rains ;  seeding  discontinued. 
Hamilton  :  Small  acreage  ;  wet  weather.  Hill :  Not  all  sown  yet.  Hood  :  Too  much 
rain  prevented  au  average  area.  McLennan  :  Not  all  sown  yet.  Mason  :  Very  little 
sown;  wet  weather.  Williamson:  Usual  acreage  will  be  sown  if  we  have  favorable 
weather. 

Arkansas. — Crawford:  Acreage  decreased;  wet  weather.  Dorsey :  Scarcely  any 
sown;  wet  weather;  what  was  put  in  was  killed  by  November  freeze.  Garland  :  But 
little  sown  yet;  rain  and  snow.  Hempstead:  Small  amount  sown.  Jackson:  None 
sown  yet;  unfavorable  weather  for  seeding.  Lonoke:  Small  acreage;  too  wet  for 
seeding.  Montgomery  :  But  little  sown  :  unfavorable  weather.  Prairie:  Nearly  aban- 
doned :  birds  and  rust.     Saline:  Small  acreage.     Franklin;  Cold  November. 

Tennessee. — Anderson  :  Hessiau  fly  is  working  on  it,  especially  early  sown.  Bed- 
ford :  Unfavorable  weather  for  seeding.  Blount:  Condition  not  so  good  us  usual; 
average  acreage.  Cheatham  :  Small  amount  sown;  wet  and  cold  weather.  Claiborne  : 
Quite  promising  ;  some  complaint  of  the  fly  in  early  sowu.  Dyer  :  Gloomy  prospects. 
Davidson:  Cold  and  wet  weather  prevented  seeding;  acreage  very  small.  Greene: 
Growth  retarded  bv  drv  weather.  Gibson  :  Very  small  acreage ;  cold  and  wet 
"weather.  Lawrence:  Average  crop.  Rutherford:  Decreased  acreage;  continued  wet 
weather.  Rhea  :  Increased  acreage,  and  promises  well.  Robertson  :  About  two-thirds 
of  a  crop  sown ;  early  winter.  Sumner:  Bad  weather  for  seeding;  condition  poor; 
several  fields  ruined  by  the  fly.  Washington  :  Acreage  same  as  last  year,  but  condition 
not  so  good.  -"White:  Seeding  not  finished;  wet  weather.  Williamson:  Small  area; 
wet  and  cold  wesbtheT.j^Montgomery :  Seeding  prevented  by  wet  weather.  Dickson: 
Seeding  retarded  by  wet  weather. 

West  Virginia. — Berkeley :  Unusually  fine  ;  never  had  a  better  prospect ;  almost  all 
of  the  fields  are  limed  and  fertilized.  Greenbrier  :  Looks  well,  but  not  so  good  as  at 
this  time  last nvear.  Hardu:  Good  stand:  season  favorable.  Monroe:  Very  dry  fall. 
Mercer:  Dry  weather  prevented  it  rooting  well.  Wyoming:  Looks  very  well.  Tyler: 
Generally  weakly  ;  cold  and  dry  weather. 

Kentucky. — Bracken  :  Sown  late  ;  weather  very  cold.  Butler  :  Seeding  prevented 
by  wet  weather.  Breckenridge :  Sown  late  ;  dry  fall.  Calloway:  But  little  sown;  ex- 
cessive rains.  Campbell :  Acreage  30  per  cent,  short ;  seeded  late  ;  one-third  not  up 
yet.  Fulton:  Decreased  acreage ;  so  much  rain  the  ground,  could  not  be  prepared. 
Graves  :  About ■  Jhalf  the  usual  acreage ;  wet  weather.  Scott :  Coldest  November  for 
forty  years;  ground  covered  with  snow.  Shelby:  Dry  fall  caused  late  seeding;  thin 
on  ground,  and  some  fields  very  irregular.  Logan:  Acreage  decreased;  early  snow. 
Lyon  :  Forty  per  cent,  decrease  iu  acreage;  weather  cold.  Trimble:  Seeded  late  ;  dry 
fall.  Trigg  :  Acreage  one-third  short ;  wet  and  cold  weather.  Todd :  Acreage  10  per 
cent,  below  last  year ;  rainy  weather  prevented  seeding.  Edmonson  :  Usual  acreage, 
but  very  late.  Jessamine  :  Looking  well.  Jefferson  :  Seeding  retarded  by  wet  weather. 
McCracken  :  Not  over  one- third  of  the  ground  prepared  was  planted ;  rainy  weather. 
Marshall:  Smallfacreage  sown  ;Eearlv  winter.  ^Nicholas  :  Usual  acreage:  looks  well. 
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Pendleton :  Acreage  reduced  by  rain  and  cold  weather.     Allen :  Not  a  half  crop  sown ; 
part  of  that  not  up  yet. 

Ohio.—  Allen:  All  available  land  seeded  to  wheat  to  the  exclusion  of  other  crops. 
Auglaize :  Retarded  by  dry  weather.  Adams  :  Feeble  growth ;  sown  late  ;  early  win- 
ter. Butler:  Unprotected;  weather  very  cold.  Columbiana:  Very  dry  at  seeding 
time.  Erie  :  Sown  in  good  order ;  growth  retarded  by  early  winter.  Fairfield :  Growth 
retarded  by  drought  at  seeding  time.  Hardin  :  Well  covered  with  snow.  Williams  : 
Not  quite  an  average  with  other  years ;  winter  set  in  early.  Knox  :  Rather  poor ;  now 
covered  with  snow.  Morrow :  Acreage  equal  to  last  year,  but  growth  not  so  good. 
Medina:  Affected  by  dry  weather.  Montgomery:  Backward;  dry  weather;  much  of 
it  did  not  germinate  ;  now  covered  with  snow.  Boss  :  Well  rooted ;  good  prospects. 
Pickaway :  Condition  poor ;  dry  weather.  Van  Wert :  Looks  good  at  present.  Tus- 
carawas :  Covered  with  snow.  Henry  :  Dry  fall  prevented  preparation  of  the  ground  ; 
acreage  short  10  per  cent.  ;  seeded  late  and  not  looking  so  well  as  usual.  Meigs  : 
Prospect  for  an  open  December,  which  will  improve  the  crop. 

Michigan. — Allegan :  Small  growth ;  sown  late  to  avoid  insects.  Charlevoix-:  Un- 
usual amount  sown  owing  to  failure  of  spring  crop.  Clinton:  Put  in  very  late  ;  in- 
sects working  on  it.  Leelenaw  :  Good  fall  for  seeding;  now  covered  with  snow.  Saint 
Joseph  :  Sown  late;  small  growth,  but  healthy.  Saginaw  :  Backward.  Oakland  : 
Small  growth  ;  sown  late.  Mason  :  Protected  by  two  feet  of  snow.  Barry  :  Small 
growth,  but  healthy  ;  now  covered  with  snow.  Livingston  :  Sown  late  ;  cold  weather 
prevented  a  good  growth. 

Indiana. — Carroll :  Suffering  for  rain.  Decatur :  Acreage  short ;  ground  too  dry 
for  plowing;  much  of  it  sown  late  and  looks  badly.  Dubois:  More  sown  than  ever 
before  ;  looks  well  and  healthy.  Franklin  :  Got  a  good  start ;  now  covered  with  snow. 
Harrison:  Unfavorable  season  for  sowing;  drought;  much  of  it  has  a  feeble  growth ; 
early  sown  badly  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Steuben  :  Usual  acreage,  but  looks  poor, 
owing  to  dry  fall.  Warrick  :  Acreage  same  as  last  year ;  looked  well  before  snow  cov- 
ered it.  Wabash  :  Looks  well ;  not  so  much  sown  as  last  year.  Whitley  :  Looks  rea- 
sonably well.  Lawrence:  Coldest  November  since  1831.  Parke:  Early  sown  injured 
by  Hessian  fly.  Hamilton  :  Dry  fall  caused  a  decrease  in  acreage  ;  cold  weather  caused 
small  growth. 

Illinois. — Boone:  Fall  not  so  favorable  as  usual;  too  dry.  Clinton:  Planted  late, 
but  doing  well.  Cumberland:  Mostly  late  sown  ;  now  covered  with  snow.  Christian: 
Well  covered  with  snow.  De  Kalb  :  Acreage  increasing  each  year.  Edwards  :  Badly 
injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Effingham :  Large  acreage ;  appearances  not  so  good  as 
this  time  last  year ;  chinch-bugs.  Fayette  :  Dry  weather  prevented  it  getting  as  good 
a  start  as  last  year ;  now  covered  with  snow.  Fulton  :  Increased  acreage  of  winter 
grain  ;  dry  fall  caused  a  light  stand  and  small  growth.  Greene :  Covered  with  snow 
during  the  cold  spell.  Will:  Winter  grain  ]  ooks  well.  White:  Small  growth;  winter 
came  a  month  early.  Wabash  :  Backward,  but  healthy  ;  some  pieces  of  early  sown  in- 
jured by  the  Hessian  fly.  La  Salle  :  Not  a  profitable  crop.  Livingston  ;  Small  acreage. 
Lawrence:  Badly  injured  by  the  fly.  Lee  :  Twenty-five  percent,  of  last  year's  acreage  • 
looked  well  when  winter  set  in.  Moultrie:  Suffered  by  drought.  Mason  :  Injured  by 
November  freeze.  Madison:  Increased  acreage ;  condition  promising.  Ogle  :  Not  look- 
ing well ;  early  winter  and  but  little  snow.  Scott:  Decreased  acreage;  dry  weather 
caused  a  small  growth,  and  prevented  seeding.  Jasper :  Sown  late ;  dry  fall ;  small 
growth.  Shelby  :  Sown  late  to  avoid  the  ravages  of  the  fly  ;  does  not  look  well,  owing 
to  dry  weather  and  early  winter. 

Wisconsin. — Buffalo:  Winter  grain  is  looking  very  fine.  Broun:  Small  growth  of 
winter  grain ;  early  winter.  Calumet :  Large  acreage ;  ground  now  covered  with  snow. 
Door  :  About  one-half  the  usual  acreage.  Green  :  Very  small  acreage;  farmers  afraid 
o  risk  much.  Bock:  Not  looking  wTell ;  ground  frozen  and  very  dry.  Bichland  :  Early 
winter.  Walworth:  Early  winter  injured  fall-sown  crops.  Milwaukee:  Favorable  pros- 
pects. Monroe:  Small  acreage,  but  looking  well.  La  Fayette:  Does  not  make  so  good 
a  showing  as  last  year,  owing  to  dry  weather. 
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Iowa. — Clarke:  Very  small  acreage.  Davis:  Cold  and  dry  weather  is  injuring  it. 
Ringgold:  Not  so  much  sown  as  last  year;  dry  fall.  Story:  Very  little  raised.  Win- 
neshiefc:  Small  acreage.  Pottawattamie  :  None  sown.  Wayne :  Very  little  sown  :  failure 
for  past  two  seasons. 

Missouri. — Christian  :  Early  winter  caused  a  small  growth  ;  now  covered  with  snow. 
Caldwell :  Nearly  abandoned  ;  chinchhugs.  Clay  :  Very  cold  November.  Dallas  : 
Looking  well.  Grundy:  Fall  grain  looks  well ;  hard  freezing  is  injuring  wheat.  Holt: 
In  exposed  places  injured  by  cold  November  weather ;  where  drilled  in  it  is  excellent. 
Taney :  Acreage  of  wheat,  corn,  and  oats  is  fast  falling  off,  and  being  superseded  by 
cotton.  Washington  :  Sown  late;  much  of  it  not  up ;  condition  15  per  cent,  below 
average.  Jefferson  :  Much  of  it  not  up ;  ground  covered  with  snow.  Phelps :  Cov- 
ored  with  snow.  Platte :  Increased  acreage  ;  much  of  it  late,  but  looking  well.  Law- 
rence :  Hessian  fly  injured  it  on  high  lands.  Lincoln  :  Sown  later  than  usual  to  avoid 
injuryby  the  fly  ;  looks  well.  Worth:  Suffering  for  rain.  Randolph  :  Acreage  largely 
increased.  Maries  :  Sown  late  ;  short  growth,  but  looks  well ;  now  covered  with 
snow.  Vernon  :  Later  than  usual ;  dry  fall.  New  Madrid  :  Good  season  for  prepar- 
ing ground,  but  too  much  rain  since  seeding.  Saint  Francois  :  Looking  poor ;  much  of 
it  not  up  ;  dry  fall. 

Kansas. — Barton :  Good  outlook ;  fair  covering  of  snow.  Clarke  :  Our  principal 
industry  is  stock-raising  and  herding.  Cloud:  Acreage  decreased  25  per  cent ;  Decatur: 
Acreage  decreased  25  per  cent;  scarcity  of  seed.  Dickinson  :  Looking  well;  soil  in 
good  condition.  Doniphan  :  Good  stand;  no  insects.  Harper:  Acreage  increased  100 
percent.;  ascribed  to  immigration.  Republic:  Small  acreage;  very  uncertain  crop. 
Wyandotte  :  Looks  well  for  its  age ;  owing  to  dry  weather  much  of  it  was  sown  late. 
Reno  :  Looks  splendid.  Sedgwick  :  Never  looked  better  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Shawnee:  Never  better.  Rush:  Looking  well.  Hodgeman:  About  half  the  usual  acre- 
age ;  never  looked  better  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Nebraska. — Greeley  :  None  sown.  Howard  :  Small  acreage  of  winter  grain,  but  it 
looks  first-rate.  Lancaster:  Coldest  November  for  many  years.  Polk:  Small  acreage  ; 
condition  excellent. 

Oregox. — Clackamas  :  But  little  sown  as  yet ;  no  rain.  Josephine  :  No  winter  grain 
sown  yet:  ground  too  dry  to  plow.  Lane  :•  Not  all  sown  yet.  Yamhill:  Acreage  in- 
creased 20  per  cent.  Douglas  :  Yery  little  sown,  owing  to  drought ;  ground  too  dry  to 
plow;  most  unfavorable  November  for  thirty-three  years.  Linn:  Very  dry  fall;  seed- 
ing suspended;  ground  too  hard  to  plow.     Polk:  The  dry  fall  has  retarded  seeding. 

Utah. — San  Juan  :  Favorable  fall  for  seeding  ;  good  growth.  Salt  Lake:  Seeding 
retarded  by  dry  fall  and  early  winter.  Weber:  Yery  dry  fall;  acreage  will  be  small. 
Kane  :  Largely  increased  acreage,  but  the  earliest  winter  known  for  nineteen  years  ; 
considerable  of  it  is  reported  killed. 

Idaho. — Xez  Perces :  Cold  and  dry  fall  caused  decrease  in  acreage  and  a  low  condi- 
tion. 

COBX. 

The  returns  of  December  1  do  not  materially  change  the  estimate  of 
corn  made  in  ^November,  and  the  favorable  and  unfavorable  conditions 
then  noted  in  the  different  sections  of  the  country  have  been  confirmed. 
The  early  coming  of  snow  and  the  unprecedented,  for  many  years,  rainfall 
in  the  West  and  Southwest  was  injurious  to  much  corn  still  left  standing 
in  the  field.  The  average  yield  of  the  whole  country  is  almost  identical 
with  that  of  1879,  and  is  29.2  bushels  per  acre.  This  yield  gives  a  prod- 
uct of  1,537,535,900  bushels,  a  slight  decline  from  the  total  product  of 
last  year,  which  is  caused  by  a  decrease  in  the  area  planted.  The  aver- 
age price,  as  returned  to  us  by  the  farmers,  is  10.1  cents  per  bushel 
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against  37.5+  in  1879.     The  increase  of  value  is  general  all  over  the 
country. 

Table  of  com  crop  and  value  since  1870. 


Tears. 


Acreage. 


1871 34,091,137 

1872 35,526,836 

1873 :  39,197,148 

1874 41,036,918 

1875 44,841,371 

1876 49,033,364 

1877. J  50,369,113 

1878  !  51,585,000 

1879  i  53,  085,  450 

1880 52,695,231 


Yield 
per  acre. 


Bushels. 
29.1 
30.7 
23.8 
20.7 
29.4 
26.1 
26.6 
26.9 
29.2 
29.2 


Total  prod- 
uct. 


Price  per 
bushel. 


Bushels. 


991, 
1,  092, 
932, 
850, 
1  321 
1,  283, 
1,  342, 
1,  388, 
1,  547, 
1,  537, 


898,  000 
719,  000 
274,  000 
148,  500 
069,  000 
827,  000 
558,  000 
218,750 
901,  790 
535,  900 


$0  48.  2 
39.8 
48 
64.7 
42 
37 

35.8 
31.8 
37.5 
40.1 


To'al  value 
of  product. 


$478, 
435, 
447, 
550, 
555, 
475, 
480, 
441, 
580, 
617, 


275,  900 
149,  290 
183,  020 
043,  080 
445,  930 
491,  210 
643,  400 
153,  405 
486,  217 
485, 100 


Corn  and  cornmeal 
exported  in  fiscal 
year  ending  June 
30,  following. 


Bushels. 
35,  727,  010 
40, 154,  274 
35,  985,  834 
30,  025,  036 
50,  910,  532 
72,  652,  611 
87, 192, 110 
87,  884,  892 
99,  572,  329 


The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given  : 

Maine. — Oxford:  Cut  short  by  drought ;  quality  good.  Piscataquis:  General  feeling 
of  satisfaction  among  farmers  as  to  crops.  Sagadahoc;  Fine  crop;  favorable  weather 
for  gathering  it.      Waldo  :  First-rate.      York :  Sound  as  can  be. 

New  Hampshire. — Grafton  :  Good  crop  ;  never  better.         * 

Vermont.— Lamoille :  Grood  crops  of  all  kinds. 

New  York. — Genesee:  Fair  crop,  and  nearly  all  secured.  Onondaga:  Full  crop. 
Oswego  :  Bountiful  year  fir  all  crops. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington:  Heavy  crop;  not  all  gathered  yet.  Hunterdon:  Best 
crop  for  years.     Morris :  Best  for  several  years.      Warren  :  Fine  and  sound. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong :  'Below  average;  drought.  Ducks:  Best  erop  for  twenty 
years.  Blair:  Excellent,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  Elk:  Injured  by  cold 
weather  at  earing  time.  Lehigh:  Late  planted  gave  a  light  yield.  Sullivan:  Fine 
crop.      Venango  :  Better  yield  than  expected. 

Maryland. — Caroline:  Large  yield  and  good  grain.  Washington :  Good  crop;  much 
of  it  not  yet  husked. 

Virginia. — Bedford :  Yield  not  quite  up  to  expectations,  owing  to  dry  weather  at 
filling  time.  Chesterfield:  Best  crop  since  1860.  Dinwiddie:  Extra  good  crop  ;  splendid 
yield  on  bottom  lands.  Fluvanna  :  Favorable  weather  for  gathering.  King  and  Queen  : 
Good  crop.  King  George:  Shucking  out  well,  but  not  the  immense  yield  expected. 
Orange :  Quality  never  better.  Stafford :  Best  yield  for  years.  Middlesex :  Fine  crop ; 
housed  in  good  condition.  Northampton  :  Abundant  crop  ;  best  for  ten  years.  Rich- 
mond :  Turning  out  well ;  quality  very  good.  Westmoreland :  Heaviest  crop  for  ten 
years. 

North  Carolina. — Anson  :  Below  average  ;  fall  freshet.  Camden:  Much  of  it  lost 
by  wet  weather.  Duplin :  Generally  a  good  yield.  Forsyth  :  Fine  crop  and  good 
quality.  Hyde:  Extra  good  crop.  Robeson:  Over  an  average  yield  ;  quality  inferior ; 
more  or  less  shriveled.  Warren  :  Farmers  are  backward  in  saving  it.  Yadkin  :  Good 
crop.     Stanly  :  Some  damage  by  drought  and  chinch  bugs. 

South  Carolina. — Colleton  :  All  crops  are  very  short,  cotton  excepted.  Kershaw  : 
Falls  short  of  previous  calculations.     Richland :  Driest  year  to  November  1  ever  known. 

Georgia. — Carroll:  Poorest  crop  since  1860.  Clarke:  Not  enough  for  home  use. 
Columbia  :  Very  short.  Dawson  :  Light  crop  ;  cold  and  wet  spring  caused  a  poor  stand. 
Towns :  Never  better. 

Florida. — Gadsden :  Ten  per  cent,  better  than  last  year.  Hernando  :  Shortened  by 
unfavorable  weather  in  early  part  of  the  year.  Levy  :  Damaged  15  per  cent,  by  storms 
August  29  and  30. 

Alabama. — Clarke :  Injured  by  storms  and  badly  rotted.     Crenshaw  :  Short  yield  in 
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many  places.  Conecuh  :  Good  yield ;  some  damage  by  rains.  Colbert :  Rotting  in  the 
fields ;  very  wet  fall.  De  Kalb  :  Gathering  retarded  by  rains.  Hale :  Below  average 
on  lime  lands. 

Mississippi. — Bolivar :  Increased  acreage  ;  heavy  yield.  Choctaw :  Rotting  in  the 
fields;  very  wet  weather.  Grenada:  Injured  by  wet  weather  after  it  was  cnt  up. 
La  Fayette  :  Will  be  an  excellent  crop  if  it  is  not  damaged  in  the  fields  by  wet  weather. 
Noxubee  :  Most  unfavorable  year  ever  known  for  corn.  Tippah  :  Much  of  it  is  rotting ; 
unfavorable  fall  for  gathering.  Simpson  :  In  some  localities  damaged  by  drought ;  in- 
cessant rains  caused  some  rotting  in  the  fields.  Madison:  Much  injured  by  rains; 
cold  and  wet  November.     Jefferson  :  Good  crop. 

Louisiana. — Richland  :  Still  in  the  fields,  and  will  be  injured  by  continued  rains. 
Sabine:  Good  yield;  ears  large  and  sound.  West  Feliciana  :  Unfavorable  weather  for 
gathering. 

Texas. — Austin  :  Heaviest  crop  ever  raised ;  much  of  it  rotting  by  continued  wet 
weather.  Bell:  One-fifth  will  be  lost  by  the  wet  weather.  Burleson:  Heavy  crop; 
some  will  rot  in  the  fields.  Collin:  Best  for  years.  Comanche:  Very  cold  November. 
Dallas:  Very  large  yield  ;  some  complaint  of  rot;  much  of  it  worm  eaten.  De  Witt: 
Rains  still  continue.  Ellis:  Much  of  it  still  in  the  fields,  and  badly  blown  down. 
Galveston:  Excessive  rams  during  November.  Hid:  Not  much  gathered  yet;  farm 
labor  is  very  high.  Morris  :  Better  than  last  year.  Medina:  Much  loss  on  low  lands 
by  overflow.  Trinity:  Big  crop.  Llano:  Best  crops  of  all  kinds  for  twenty  years. 
Washington  :  Lighter  yield  than  expected.  Nueces:  Coldest  November  ever  known. 
Kinney  :  Not  all  gathered  yet. 

Arkansas. — Baxter:  Considerable  yet  in  the  fields;  coldest  November  ever  expe- 
rienced. Craighead:  Half  of  it  not  gathered.  Hempstead:  Above  an  average  yield, 
but  most  of  it  is  yet  in  the  fields.  Jackson:  Only  one-third  of  it  gathered;  being 
mjured  by  rains.  Franklin:  Less  yield  per  acre,  but  the  increased  area  will  give  a 
total  product  equal  to  last  year's  crop.  Lonoke :  Very  wet  fall ;  some  yet  in  the  fields. 
Prairie:  Rapidly  increasing  in  acreage  at  the  expense  of  wheat.  Pope:  Good  as 
can  be. 

Tennessee. — Anderson:  Good  crop.  Bedford:  U/nfavorable  weather  for  gathering. 
Carter:  Fine  crop,  especially  in  uplands.  Cocke:  Good  crop.  Dickson:  Good  yield; 
some  damage  by  being  blown  down.  Dyer:  Unfavorable  season  for  all  crops ;  exces- 
sive rainfall.  Davidson  :  Better  yield  than  expected  ;  bad  weather  prevents  gathering. 
Haywood:  Cut  short  by  drought  in  July  and  August.  Rutherford:  Poor  yield  of  the 
late  planted.  Rhea:  Good  crop.  Sumner:  Splendid  crop.  Williamson  :  Our  best  pay- 
ing crop.  Loudon:  Yielding  better  than  expected.  Montgomery:  Gathering  prevented 
by  wet  weather.     McMinn  :  Better  yield  than  we  expected  in  the  early  part  of  summer. 

West  Virginia.  —  Gilmer:  Turned  out  much  better  than  expected;  considerable 
loss  by  squirrels.     Summers:  Excellent  crop.      Wyoming:  Best  crop  since  1866. 

Kentucky.  —  Calloway:  Very  light.  Butler:  Damaged  by  July  overflow.  Fulton: 
Late  planted  cat  short  by  drought.  Graves:  Not  all  gathered,  owing  to  wet  weather; 
large  crop  and  good  prices.  Garrard:  Good  yield  and  quality;  wet  weather  will 
damage  what  is  left  in  the  fields.  McCracken  :  Damaged  in  shock  by  rains.  Muhlen- 
burgh  :  Badly  blown  down.  Mercer :  Ungathered  and  greatly  injured ;  scarcity  of  labor 
and  wet  weather.  Nicholas:  Better  crop  than  last  year;  less  rotten  corn.  Nelson: 
But  small  amouut  gathered ;  very  wet  to  November  15,  then  snow.  Kenton  :  Heavy 
and  sound  crop.  Todd:  Fifteen  per  cent,  better  than  le?79.  Jessamine:  Good  yield. 
Jefferson:  Better  yield  and  prices  than  last  year.     Lineoln  :  Good  and  sound. 

Ohio. — Adams:  Best  crop  for  years.  Allen:  Decreased  acreage,  o ting  to  increase 
of  the  wheat  area.  Butler:  Less  quantity, ^but  superior  quality.  Columbiana:  Cut 
short  by  drought.  Coshocton:  Less  acreage,  but  yield  and  quality  much  better  than 
last  year.  Knox:  Excellent  crop.  Ross:  Never  more  sound.  Morrow:  Unusually 
sound,      ran  Wert:  Better  than  expected.     Lorain  :  Fine  crop,  but  not  half  of  it  husked 
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yet.     Seneca:    Full  crop;  ripened  well;    quarter  of  crop  yet  in  the  fields.     Meigs: 
Husked  out  better  than  expected. 

Michigan. — Allegan:  Injured  by  dry  weather  in  August.  Clinton:  Largest  crop  for 
years.  Cass:  Early  winter;  considerable  of  it  yet  in  the  fields.  Montcalm:  Extra 
crop.  Oakland:  Extra  good  crop ;  not  all  gathered  yet.  Saint  Joseph:  Shortened  by 
drought ;  small  ears,  but  good  quality. 

Indiana. — Carroll :  Poorest  crop  we  have  ever  had,  1844  and  1858  excepted.  Decatur 
Unfavorable  season  ; 'excessive  rains  followed  by  drought.  Franklin  :  Light  yield,  but 
quality  good  ;  drought ;  large  yield  on  river  bottoms.  Grant :  Half  crop  ;  quality  good. 
Hancock:  Much  of  it  yet  in  field;  heavy  snow.  Parke  :  Flooded  in  June,  and  drought 
in  August.  Wabash:  Good  yield  on  drained  lands;  on  low  lauds  injured  by  rains  fol- 
lowed by  drough  . 

Illinois. — Boone  :  Extra  quality.  Clinton  :  Chit  short  by  sixty- two  days  of  drought. 
Clark :  Better  than  last  year's  crop  on  rolling  lands  ;  poor  on  low  lands.  De  Kalb  : 
Less  injury  than  anticipated  ;  full  average  yield.  Fulton  :  Yielding  much  better  than 
expected.  Ford:  Short  yield;  drought.  Grundy:  No  soaking  rain  since  July  4. 
Johnson:  Half  crop;  July  and  August  drought.  Lee :  Yield  ten  per  cent,  below  last 
year.  Livingston  :  Half  crop.  Richland:  Cut  short  25  percent,  by  drought  and  chinch 
bugs.  Madison  :  Injured  by  drought.  Menard :  Reduced  by  drought.  Woodford : 
Light  weight  and  chaffy  Wayne:  Short  grained,  but  sound.  Winnebago:  Good  crop. 
Ogle  :  Average  yield  40  bushels.     Kendall :  Better  yield  than  expected. 

Wisconsin. — Dunn  :  Cut  short  by  early  frosts.  Bock  :  Average  crop.  Walworth  : 
Good  crop,  except  on  very  dry  or  very  wet  lands. 

Minnesota. — Cottonwood  :  Mostly  unhusked  and  fields  full  of  snow.  Faribault:  Early 
winter;  crop  not  half  husked  out;  fields  full  of  snow.  Pope:  Small  acreage,  but  did 
well.  Ramsey  :  Winter  set  in  unusually  early.  Bock :  Large  loss  of  grain  from  neg- 
lect and  scarcity  of  labor;  many  good  fields  of  corn  are  offered  at  oue-half  for  husk- 
ing; thousands  of  acres  of  oats  were  not  harvested. 

Iowa. — Appanoose:  Quality  not  so  good  as  last  year.  Allamakee:  Cut  short  by 
drought  and  chinch  bugs.  Cherokee  :  Unfavorable  fall  for  husking  ;  cold  weather  and 
snow.  Clarke :  Abundant  crop.  Davis :  Best  quality.  Howard :  Light  yield  and 
poor  quality.  Tama:  Much  better  yield  than  expected;  considerable  not  husked: 
labor  scarce  and  high.  Linn:  Good  crop.  Monona:  All  crops  are  very  short,  and 
some  a  total  loss  by  the  drought. 

Missouri. — Caldwell :  Increased  acreage ;  injured  by  drought  and  chinch  bugs. 
Christian :  Not  all  gathered;  early  winter.  Dent:  Short  product  ;  drought.  Dallas: 
Half  of  it  in  the  fields  and  being  damaged  by  storms.  Jasper:  Poorly  cultivated, 
owing  to  wet  weather  ;  badly  blown  down.  Phelps  :  Cut  short  by  July  and  August 
drought.  Wright :  Very  short  crop ;  commands  a  high  price.  Livingston :  Short 
weight ;  chinch  bugs  damaged  it  more  than  was  at  first  supposed.  Lawrence:  Yield 
per  acre  not  so  good  as  last  year,  but  increase  in  acreage  will  make  the  product  the 
same.  Lincoln  :  Much  lighter  yield  than  expected.  Vernon  :  Not  more  than  one- 
third  gathered ;  early  snows. 

Kansas. — Cherokee:  Good  season  for  all  crops.  Dickinson:  Good  yield  north  of 
Smoky  Hill ;  small  product  elsewhere.  Doniphan:  Good  on  prairies.  Harper  : 
Heavy  increase,  ascribed  to  immigration.  Osborne:  Much  broom-corn  raised  here. 
Woodson  ■  Light  and  chaffy  on  high  prairies  ;  cold  weather  delayed  gathering.  Wyan- 
dotte: Needed  more  rain  to  bring  it  up  to  last  year's  crop.  Meade  :  "Rice  or  Egyptian" 
exclusively  grown.  Norton:  Short  crop;  drought.  Beno :  Light  and  chaffy;  hun- 
dreds of  acres  not  gathered.  Shawnee:  All  crops  average  low,  owing  to  hot  and  dry 
weather. 

Nebraska. — Antelope:  Yield  per  acre  less  than  1879,  but  the  increased  acreage  will 
give  an  average  product.  Dawson  :  All  crops  failed,  corn  excepted,  which  will  reach 
about  20  per  cent,  of  an  average  crop.  Fillmore:  Half  crop  and  poor  quality.  Gage: 
Not  yelding  as  expected ;  bugs.     Howard  :  Poor  yield  and  quality.     Merrick :  Ruined 
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by  dr  on  glit  and  chinch  bug;  everything  is  nearly  a  failure.  Phelps:  All  crops  re- 
duced by  severe  drought.     Saline:  Half  crop;  July  and  August  drought. 

California. — Placer  :  Good  crop  ;  prices  remunerative. 

Oregon. — Yamhill:  Not  much  raised  in  this  St  ^te.     Douglas:  Injured  by  drought. 

Nevada. — Xye  :  Season  very  cold  ;  grain  of  all  kinds  poor. 

Colorado. — El  Paso  :  All  crops  failed ;  drought.  Larimer  :  Failed  to  ripen ;  no 
moisture  in  the  soil. 

New  Mexico. — Santa  Fe :  As  a  rule,  crops  were  a  failure.  Socorro  :  All  crops  were 
good ;  seasonable  rains.  San  Miguel :  All  crops  were  very  light,  wild  hay  excepted  ; 
early  drought.     Grant :  Early  frosts  caused  a  falling  off  iu  yield. 

Dakota. — Burleigh:  All  crops  suffered  by  drought;  did  best  where  deep  plowing 
was  done. 

Idaho. — Nez  Perces :  Hard  freeze  of  September  11  killed  all  tender  crops;  early 
crops  were  exceedingly  good. 

COTTON. 

The  return  of  December  1  shows  a  decline  in  the  total  product  of 
cotton  since  the  estimate  made  November  1.  The  reports  show  a  com- 
plete reversion  of  the  reports  last  year,  inasmuch  as  the  States  border- 
ing on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  also  Texas,  which  then  suffered  from 
drought  to  a  considerable  degree,  this  year  report  an  average  or  good 
crop,  while  the  States  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  River  all  report  a 
crop  below  average  against  a  very  large  crop  then. 

The  continuance  of  rain,  together  with  very  cold  weather  in  Novem- 
ber, will  shorten  to  a  considerable  degree  the  estimates  made  early  in 
the  season  ;  but  if  the  increase  in  area  is  taken  into  consideration  the 
loss  in  the  States  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  is  more  than  counterbalanced, 
and  there  is  prospect  of  somewhat  more  cotton  than  in  1879. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reports  made  to  this  department 
on  December  1:  In  North  Carolinia  43  counties  reported  an  average  of 
14  per  cent,  more  than  last  year;  South  Carolinia,  18  counties  reported 
an  average  of  9  per  cent,  more ;  Georgia,  57  counties,  an  average  of  5 
per  cent,  more;  Florida,  14  counties  average  7  per  cent,  more;  Ala- 
bama, 27  counties  reporting,  make  an  average  of  12  per  cent,  less ;  Mis- 
sissippi, 35  counties  reporting,  average  17  per  cent,  less ;  Louisiana,  18 
counties  average  15  per  cent,  less;  Texas,  6j  counties  average  30  per 
cent,  more;  Arkansas,  32  counties  average  7  per  cent,  less;  Tennessee, 
23  counties  average  15  per  cent.  less. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given : 

North  Carolina. — Columbus:  Favorable  season ;  large  yield.  Gaston:  Nearly  all 
picked;  full  crop.  Pender:  Damaged  by  November  rains.  Cabarrus:  Fine  season  for 
picking.  Robeson  :  Larger  crop  than  last  year ;  increased  acreage ;  much  of  it  unpicked, 
owing  to  rainy  weather  since  October  20.  Warren:  Nearly  all  picked;  good  yield. 
Bladen :  Very  favorable  fall;  harvest  in  advance  of  average  years.  Anson :  Increase  in 
acreage  will  give  a  total  product  equal  to  last  year.  Johnston  :  Much  of  it  yet  in  the 
fields ;  scarcity  of  labor,  and  unfavorable  weather  for  picking.  Beaufort :  Consider- 
able loss  in  the  fields  by  continued  bad  weather.  Camden  :  Much  of  it  has  been  lost 
hy  unfavorable  weather.  Stanly:  Much  better  crop  than  last  year.  Wilson:  Almost  all 
picked  out  and  sent  to  market.  Edgecombe :  Damaged  by  a  small  worm  feeding  on  the 
lateral  roots,  causing  it  to  fall  to  the  ground  and  throw  out  shoots ;  very  good  in  a 
few  localities. 
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South  Carolina.—  Richland :  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  crop  is  yet  in  the  field ; 
labor  worse  than  in  1876.  Kershaw :  Almost  all  picked  on  uplands  ;  had  weather  has 
put  a  stop  to  gathering  on  low-lands,  causing  much  loss.  Laurens :  Very  fine  weather 
for  picking;  saved  in  better  condition  than  usual.  Barnwell:  Unfavorable  weather 
much  of  it  fell  to  the  ground,  causing  damage  as  to  quality;  little  loss  in  quantity 
Fairfield:  Yield  lessened  by  continued  wet  weather;  condition  poor  in  every  respect. 
Marion  :  Very  little  was  gathered  during  November ;  continued  wet  weather. 

Georgia.— Og lethorpe :  Opened  late;  crop  will  be  larger  than  last  year's.  Walton  : 
Rain  and  cold  weather  have  retarded  the  gathering  and  injured  the  staple.  Clarke  : 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  a  crop  ;  all  opened  by  November  15  ;  late  bolls  ruined  by  a  heavy 
freeze.  Jasper :  Very  wet  fall ;  picking  retarded  and  crop  materially  injured.  Coweta  : 
Weather  has  been  so  cold  that  none  has  been  picked  for  the  past  two  weeks.  McDuffe  : 
Picking  retarded  by  wet  weather.  Warren  :  Unfavorable  weather  for  picking  ;  what 
is  yet  in  the  field  is  much  damaged.  Douglas  :  Area  increased  10  per  cent.,  but  yield 
per  acre  5  per  cent,  less  than  last  year ;  late  crop  damaged  by  frost.  Floyd  : 
Greatly  damaged  by  continued  rains  ;  some  of  it  on  low-lands  is  under  water.  Mor- 
gan :  Average  crop  ;  an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Putnam  :  Picking  re- 
tarded by  rains ;  one-tenth  of  the  crop  will  not  be  gathered.  Quitman:  Unusually  late 
crop  :  picking  retarded  by  unfavorable  weather.  Scriren  :  Short  crop  ;  drought  during 
May,  June,  and  July.  Columbia:  Fine  crop.  Lincoln:  Slight  falling  off  in  expected 
yield,  owing  to  wet  weather.  Talbot :  Cut  short  by  the  unfavorable  weather  of  the 
past  four  weeks ;  late  bolls  are  past  all  hope  ;  damage  at  least  20  per  cent.  Stewart : 
Nearly  all  picked  except  the  late  crop,  which  is  being  badly  damaged  by  rains.  Car- 
roll:  Yield  much  smaller  than  expected  last  September.  Coffee:  Injured  by  drought  in 
summer,  and  by  fall  rains.     Early:  Nearly  all  marketed  ;  price  unremunerative. 

Florida. — Hillsborough  :  Almost  a  failure,  owing  to  wet  weather  at  gathering-time  ; 
lint  inferior.  Madison  :  Unprecedented  rainfall  prevented  gathering  and  affected  the 
quality.  La  Fayette :  Sea  island  is  the  only  variety  raised  ;  prospects  lowered  by  gale 
in  August  and  some  damage  by  caterpillars  ;  considerable  of  it  stained.  Levy  :  Dam- 
aged 37  per  cent,  by  storms.  Orange  :  No  short  cotton  raised.  Suwannee :  Wet  weather 
caused  the  top  crop  to  rot  considerably  ;  will  not  come  up  to  an  average  yield.  Tay- 
lor:  August  storms  did  more  injury  than  at  first  supposed.  G-adsden  :  Ten  per  cent, 
better  than  last  year.     Putnam:  Very  wet  fall;    half  crop. 

Alabama. — Crenshaw  :  Not  labor  enough  to  save  it  all;  wet  fall.  Elmore:  Average 
crop.  Marengo  :  Not  all  picked  ;  quality  inferior ;  most  unfavorable  fall  since  1864. 
Conecuh:  Very  wet  fall;  fully  one-tenth  of  the  crop  lost.  Colbert:  Seriously  injured 
by  rains  during  September,  October,  and  November.  Perry  :  Unfavorable  weather ; 
crop  abandoned  to  the  stock,  and  picking  has  ceased.  Clarke :  Bad  season  for  pick- 
ing ;  damaged  in  quality  25  per  cent. ;  quantity  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Franklin:  Never  has  been  so  bad  a  fall  for  gathering  it ;  nearly  one-half  the  crop  still 
in  the  field.  Kale:  Poor  yield  on  black  or  lime  lands;  wet  spring  and  summer. 
Chambers:  Falls  short  of  our  expectations;  weather  wet  and  unfavorable.  Coffee: 
Better  yield  than  expected.     De  Kalb :  Picking  retarded  by  continual  rains. 

Mississippi. — Scott:  Thirty  per  cent,  short  of  an  average  yield.  Alcorn:  Reduced 
by  rainy  weather ;  much  of  it  will  not  be  gathered.  Benton:  Late  crop  injured  by 
rains  and  cold  weather.  Grenada  :  Ten  per  cent,  short  of  average  crop ;  bad  weather 
for  maturing  and  gathering.  Panola  :  Very  unfavorable  weather  for  gathering  ;  one 
third  of  it  yet  in  the  field.  Tate :  Twenty-five  per  cent,  short  of  last  year's  crop,  and 
staple  inferior ;  no  top  crop  ;  much  of  the  bottom  crop  rotted;  wet  weather.  Oktibbeha : 
Much  of  it  still  ungathered  ;  wet  weather.  Clark:  Picking  suspended  for  past  two 
weeks,  owing  to  rainy  weather.  La  Fayette:  Impossible  to  gather  it,  o^ving  to  rainy, 
sleety,  and  frosty  weather  ;  much  of  it  rotting.  Noxubee:  Most  unfavorable  year  ever 
known ;  damaged  by  boll  and  leaf  worms  and  heavy  rains;  not  over  a  half  crop.  Choctaw  : 
much  of  it  rotted  ;  picking  greatly  retarded  by  rains.  De  Soto  :  Short  crop  ;  one-half 
of  it  yet  in  the  fields.     Tippah  :  Most  unfavorable  fall  ever  known  for  gathering  the 
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crop  ;  much  of  it  rotting.  Kemper  :  Unusual  fall  for  picking ;  much  of  the  crop  still 
in  the  fields,  a  part  of  which  will  he  lost.  Le  Flore :  Rained  nearly  every  day  in 
November;  picking  retarded,  and  quality  impaired.  Simpson:  Ten  per  ceut.  below 
last  year's  crop  ;  quality  impaired  by  constant  rains.  Copiah  :  Great  damage  by  rains ; 
about  one-half  of  it  not  yet  gathered.  Yalobusha  :  Seriously  damaged  duriug  Novem- 
ber by  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  ;  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  the  crop  still  standing  in  the  fields. 
Hinds  :  Crop  will  be  cut  short  oue-third  if  the  rainy  weather  continues.  Madison  : 
Much  of  it  yet  in  the  fields;  loss  will  be  considerable  if  rainy  weather  continues.  Bolivar  : 
Product  will  be  40  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  1879 ;  very  wet  picking  season  ;  much  of 
it  yet  in  the  fields ;  acreage  about  7  percent,  in  excess  of  last  year.  Smith:  It  has 
rained  overy  week  since  August  I ;  much  damage  by  overflow  ;  late  crop  injured  at 
least  25  per  cent.  Lauderdale  :  Wet  weather  of  November  has  cut  down  the  yield  at 
least  10  per  cent.  ;  increased  acreage  will  give  a  total  product  equal  to  last  year's  crop. 
Jefferson  :  Heavy  loss  by  continued  rains;  product  will  be  about  65  per  cent,  of  last 
year's  crop.  Coahoma:  Most  unfavorable  picking-season  in  thirty-five  years;  consid- 
erable yet  in  the  fields ;  labor  very  scarce.  Franklin  :  We  have  had  wet  weather  since 
July  15  ;  beavy  loss  by  rot. 

Louisiana. — Sabine:  Cut  short  by  drought  and  worms.  Calcasieu:  Recent  frosts 
with  two  weeks  of  cold  and  rainy  weather  seriously  injured  it ;  otherwise,  yield  would 
have  exceeded  last  year's  by  25  per  cent.  Tangipahoa  :  Difficult  to  pick,  owing  to  con- 
tinued rains  ;  much  of  the  top  crop  will  be  lost.  Bienville :  Freeze  in  November  and 
protracted  rains  have  caused  universal  complaint;  late  crop  will  be  cut  short  two- 
thirds.  Concordia:  Not  three  favorable  days  for  picking  during  November;  yield 
greatly  reduced.  Richland:  Forty  per  cent,  of  the  crop  is  yet  ungathered;  two 
months  of  unfavorable  weather  for  picking;  damage  and  loss  will  be  very  great. 
Cameron  :  Serious  damage  by  November  rains.  Madison  :  What  is  left  in  the  fields  is 
damaged  at  least  33  per  cent,  by  continued  wet  weather.  West  Feliciana  :  November 
was  very  unfavorable  for  gathering  the  crop  ;  total  product  about  33  per  cent,  in  ex- 
cess of  last  year's  crop. 

Texas. — Harrison:  Cold  and  wet  weather  of  past  two  weeks  has  suspended  opera- 
tions in  the  cotton-field ;  fully  one-eighth  unpicked.  Dallas :  Promising  and  large 
top  crop  destroyed  by  a  freeze  November  6 ;  very  little  gathered  in  past  20  days  ;  two. 
snows  and  heavy  rains.  Gonzales :  Great  difficulty  in  saving  it,  owing  to  so  much  sick- 
ness in  the  county.  Morris:  Turning  out  better  than  expected;  lint  not  so  good  as 
last  year,  owing  to  boll- worms  staining  it.  Travis :  Very  unfavorable  weather  for 
gathering;  one-third  of  the  crop  destroyed  by  rain  and  sleet;  yield  will  average  25  per 
cent,  above  last  year's  crop.  De  Witt:  Rains  still  continue.  Trinity  :  Yielding  much 
better  than  expected  when  picking  commenced  ;  one-third  will  not  be  gathered,  owing 
to  sickness  and  scarcity  of  labor.  Washington  :  Picking  retarded  by  unfavorable 
weather ;  some  of  the  crop  will  be  lost.  Falls  :  Much  of  it  will  be  lost  by  bad  weather 
and  scarcity  of  labor.  Bell :  One-fifth  of  the  crop  will  be  lost;  wet  weather  and 
scarcity  of  labor.  Collin:  Large  increase  in  acreage,  but  owing  to  wet  weather  and 
ravages  of  the  boll- worm  the  crop  will  fall  short  of  1879.  Coryell :  Not  over  two-thirds 
of  it  is  picked  ;  raiu  and  cold  weather.  Ellis :  About  80  per  cent,  of  it  has  been  gath- 
ered; but  little  picked  during  past  three  weeks;  total  product  about  25  per  cent, 
above  any  previous  year.  G-rirnes  :  Much  of  it  is  not  picked  and  will  likely  be  wasted ; 
weather  cold  and  wet.  Hill :  Much  of  it  still  unpicked;  coldest  November  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Hood :  Late  crop  cut  short  by  snow-storm  November  5,  and  frequent  rains. 
McLennan :  Very  bad  weather  for  past  three  weeks ;  much  of  the  crop  may  be  lost. 
Montague  :  Injured  by  drought  and  boll  worms.  Navarro  :  Large  crop,  but  much  of  it 
yet  ungathered ;  wet  and  cold  weather.  Shelby  :  One-eighth  of  the  crop  lost  by  ex- 
cessive rains.  Upshur:  Loss  by  excessive  rains  will  reach  25  per  cent.  Waller:  Con- 
tinued raius  have  damaged  all  that  remains  in  the  field.  Austin :  Unfavorable 
weather;  20  per  cent,  of  the  crop  is  still  in  the  fields  and  will  probably  be  lost.  La- 
vacca :  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  crop  yet  in  the  fields  ;  never  had  such  unfavorable 
weather  for  picking ;  some  damage  by  early  frosts.     Anderson  :  Forty  per  cent,  of  it 
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not  yet  picked  ;  weather  unusually  cold,  with  rain,  snow,  and  sleet ;  no  sunshine  for 
21  days.  Brown  :  Late  crop  killed  by  cold  weather,  commencing  November  7  ;  much 
damage  by  worms.  Galveston :  Excessive  rains  during  November.  Jasper :  Good 
yield,  but  not  so  heavy  as  anticipated,  owing  to  worms  and  excessive  rains.  Rush: 
None  picked  since  November  16,  owing  to  wet,  cloudy,  and  unusually  cold  weather; 
much  of  the  crop  will  be  wasted.  Williamson  :  Product  more  than  double  that  of  last 
year  ;  an  unusual  amount  has  been  lost  by  the  wet  weather;  pickers  have  been  very 
scarce.  Bee :  Large  acreage  put  iu ;  first  ever  grown  in  the  county ;  results  very 
favorable.  Burnet:  Picking  retarded  by  wet  weather.  Delta:  Much  reduced  by  boll- 
worms  and  wet  weather;  picking  much  behindhand.  Hunt:  Fifty  per  cent,  as  yet  iu 
the  fields ;  very  unfavorable  weather  for  gathering.  Wise :  Our  fine  top  crop  was  ruined 
by  the  hard  freeze  of  November  1.  Grayson  :  Damaged  20  per  cent,  by  the  freeze  of 
November  12,  which,  with  the  boll- worm,  will  cut  the  crop  one-third.  Burleson  :  Crop 
is  so  heavy  that  much  of  it  will  rot  in  the  fields.  Nacogdoches  :  Half  of  the  late  crop 
will  be  lost  by  the  cold  and  wet  weather.  Somervell:  Cold  and  wet  weather  has  re- 
tarded picking  and  caused  much  loss. 

Arkansas. — Saline:  Short  in  seed,  but  turning  out  lint  quite  well ;  unfavorable 
weather  in  November  shortened  the  yield.  Prairie :  Quality  about  the  same  as  last 
year;  picking  retarded  by  unfavorable  weather.  Pope:  Much  of  it  yet  in  the  field; 
not  help  enough  to  pick  it.  Dorsey  :  Too  much  rain,  snow,  and  cold  weather;  much 
of  it  rotting.  Montgomery  :  Injured  by  rust  and  boll- worms;  picking  retarded  by  wet 
weather.  Craighead:  Half  the  crop  is  yet  ungathered.  Hempstead:  Half  of  it  yet  in 
the  fields,  and  will  be  seriously  damaged,  if  not  lost.  Jackson:  Only  one-third  gath- 
ered; rainy  weather  is  injuring  the  crop.  Baxter:  Considerable  yet  in  the  fields; 
most  unfavorable  November  ever  known.  Crawford:  Much  will  be  lost,  owing  to  un- 
favorable weather.  Izard:  Most  unfavorable  November  for  fifty  years.  Lonoke  :  One- 
third  of  it  yet  on  the  stalk  ;  rainy  weather  and  scarcity  of  labor;  serious  loss  appre- 
hended. Marion:  Extraordinary  cold  spell;  one-third  of  the  crop  not  yet  picked. 
Pulaski:  Damage  25  per  cent,  by  incessant  rains;  40  per  cent,  of  the  crop  is  yet  un- 
gathered. Bradley :  Most  unfavorable  November  ever  known.  Drew  :  Damaged  25  per 
cent,  by  bad  weather.  Garland :  Too  much  rain  and  snow.  Independence  :  Thirty-three 
per  cent,  of  the  crop  not  yet  picked  ;  very  unfavorable  season.  La  Fayette :'  None  picked 
for  five  weeks ;  loss  will  be  heavy.  Ouachita :  Season  very  backward  for  picking ; 
ground  now  covered  with  snow  ;  the  loss  will  be  quite  large.  Howard  :  But  little 
picking  done  during  November,  owing  to  cold  weather  and  constant  rains;  quality 
much  impaired. 

Tennessee. — Rutherford:  The  promise  of  September  has  been  destroyed  by  cold 
and  wet  weather  since  October  1 ;  much  of  it  rotting.  Bedford :  Unfavorable  weather 
for  gathering.  Dyer  :  Did  not  fruit  well ;  late  bolls  prevented  from  maturing  by  early 
frosts ;  rains  during  October  and  November  seriously  interfered  with  picking.  White: 
Considerable  of  it  yet  in  the  fields.  Gibson  :  Thirty-three  per  cent,  of  the  crop  is  yet 
in  the  fields ;  season  very  unfavorable  for  picking,  and  staple  damaged  by  rains. 
Haywood:  Cut  short  by  drought  in  July  and  August,  and  wet  weather  in  November 
caused  a  large  portion  of  it  to  rot  in  the  fields. 

OATS. 

• 

The  estimate  published  by  this  department  November  1  is  coofirmed 
by  the  report  made  December  1.  The  area  sown  in  oats  was  only  I  per 
cent,  more  than  the  previous  year.  The  yield  per  acre  was  27.8  bushels, 
against  28.7  then.  The  total  product  for  the  country  is  therefore  esti- 
mated to  be  355,000,000  bushels,  against  364,000,000  in  1879.  The  av- 
erage price  returned  us  is  36+  cents  per  bushel,  making  a  total  valuation 
this  year  of  $128,000,000,  against  $120,800,000  in  1879. 
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The  following  consolidation  of  local  estimates  for  the  last  live  years 
presents  a  clear  view  of  the  relation  of  prices  to  production : 


Year. 

Acres. 

Yield. 

Bushels. 

Average  price.  Total  value. 

1876 

1877 : 

1878 

1879    

1880 

13,  358,  908 
12,  826, 148 
13, 176,  500 
12,  683,  490 
12,756,732 

24.0 
31.6 
31.4 
28.7 

27.8 

■  • 

320,  844,  000 
406,  394,  000 
413,  578.  560 
364.  253. 180 
355,  553,  684 

$0  35. 1    $112,  865,  900 
29.  2      118,  661,  550 
24.  6      101,  945,  830 
33  2      120,  855,  000 
36.  3     128, 107,  000 

POTATOES. 

With  the  December  returns  of  the  price  or  value  of  potatoes  in  the 
different  localities  of  the  country,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  following 
estimate  of  the  area  planted,  total. product,  and  value  of  the  crop  for  the 
last  five  years.  The  acreage  planted  shows  but  little  variation  since  a 
year,  but  the  yield  per  acre  shows  a  decided  falling  off  as  compared  with 
last  year,  bnt  is  much  larger  than  in  1878,  being  this  year  91+  bushels 
per  acre,  last  year  98.9,  and  in  1878  only  69.9.  Only  three  States,  viz, 
Texas,  Arkansas,  and  California,  report  an  increase  in  yield  per  acre ; 
all  the  others  report  more  or  less  of  a  decline.  The  average  value  as  re- 
turned on  December  1  was  nearly  18  cents  per  bushel.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  date  at  which  the  prices  are  taken,  and 
to  state  that  it  frequently  happens,  and  did  notably  so  in  1878,  that  the 
price  takes  a  sudden  rise  a  few  weeks  later  than  the  date  of  our  inquiry. 

Price  and  production  bear  a  relative  proportion,  which  in  a  series  of 
years  does  not  vary  much  ;  thus,  a  glance  at  the  production  in  1878  in 
the  following  table  as  compared  with  the  previous  years  will  show  that 
the  price  was  too  low  on  December  1  of  that  year,  and  the  advance 
which  took  place  in  the  latter  part  of  December  and  the  first  of  January 
following  was  fully  20  per  cent.,  and  that  price  or  value  was  continued 
through  the  season. 

The  total  product  of  1880  is  168,385,999  bushels.  At  a  value  of  47.8  + 
cents  a  bushel,  we  have  a  total  value  of  $80,636,127  this  year,  against 
$79,153,000  in  1879. 


Year. 

• 

Acres. 

Yield. 

71.6 
94.9 
69.9 
98.9 
91+ 

Bushels. 

Average 
price. 

Total  value. 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1.  741,  983 
1,  792,  287 
1,  776,  800 
1,  836,  820 
1,  840,  929 

124.  800,  000 
170,  092.  000 
124, 127,  000 
181,  626,  000 
168,  385,  900 

$0  65.5 

44.8 
58.8 
43.5 

47.8 

$83,  861,  000 
76,  249,  000 
73,  059,  000 

1879 

1880 

79, 153,  000 
80,  636,  000 

The  following  notes  from  correspondents  are  given: 

Maine. — Androscoggin  :  Injured  by  drought  and  the  Colorado  beetle.  Oxford : 
Light,  yield  and  small  in  size.  Sagadahoc  :  Many  fields  ruined  by  beetles,  especially  late 
varieties.      Waldo:  Very  good  quality.      York  :  Light  yield,  but  quality  is  good. 

New  Hampshire. — G-rafton  :  In  some  localities  injured  by  dry  weather. 

Vermont. — Lamoille  :  Excellent  crop.  Washington  :  Materially  affected  by  drought ; 
late  rains  improved  the  quantity,  but  injured  tbe  quality. 

Massachusetts. — Dukes  :  Lighter  crop  than  usual ;  dry  weather. 
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New  Jersey. — Warren;  Light  yield. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong:  Below  average ;  drought.  Bucks:  Suffered  somewhat 
from  dry  weather.  Fayette :  Injured  by  drought.  Lehigh  :  Suffered  by  drought.  Sul- 
livan :  Three-four  fas  crop  ;  mostly  inferior  quality. 

Maryland. — Caroline  :  Fail-  crop. 

Virginia.— Dinwiddle :  Came  up  poorly  ;  injured  by  Colorado  beetles.  Stafford  :  Fair 
crop.     Westmoreland:  Half  crop;  drought. 

Notrh  Carolina. — Pamlico  :  No  fall  crop.      Wayne  :  Small  crop. 

Georgia. — Clarice  :  Better  crop  than  usual.     Jasper  :  Injured  by  cold  and  wet. 

Alabama.— Crenshaw  :  Full  crop  ;  good  quality. 

Texas. — Austin:  Good  fall  crop  ;  early  planted  injured  by  drought.  Jasper:  Poor 
yield ;  drought.     Coleman  :  Failure  ;  bugs. 

Arkansas. — Prairie:  Attracting  attention,  both  as  an  early  and  late  crop.  Ouachita : 
Mauy  not  dug  yet ;  ground  covered  with  snow. 

Tennessee. — Anderson:  Not  an  average  yield,     Lawrence:  Largely  over  average; 

quality  very  hue. 

Kentucky. — Fulton:  Good  yield,  but  rotting  badly.  Graves:  Large  crop.  Kent: 
Good  yield  of  early  planted ;  late  crop  very  short.  Lyon  :  Half  the  crop  destroyed  by 
freezing.     McCracken  :  Many  lost  by  the  unfavorable  fall. 

Ohio. — Auglaize  :  Injured  by  the  old-fashioned  striped  bug.  Allen  :  Partial  failure; 
drought;  "Beauty  of  Hebron"  and  "Matchless,"  from  the  department,  give  good 
promise.  Columbiana:  Cut  short  by  drought.  Coshocton:  Colorado  beetle  destructive 
in  mauy  localities.  Morrow:  Good  early  crop  ;  many  late  planted  rotted.  Van  Wert: 
Affected  by  drought.     Meigs  :  Some  are  yet  in  the  ground. 

Michigan. — Allegan  :  Injured  by  drought  in  August.  Cass  :  Many  not  dug  ;  early 
winter.  Manistee  :  Sudden  winter ;  many  in  the  fields.  Shiawassee  :  Large  yield,  but 
rotting  badly. 

Indiana. — Grant :  Quarter  crop.  Dubois:  Not  all  dug  when  winter  set  in.  Steuben  : 
Half  crop.     Warrick :  Improved  during  the  fall,  but  are  still  below  an  average  crop. 

Illinois. — Boone :  Small  crop.     Bond  :  Late  crorj  spoiled  by  bugs.     Clark  :  Injured 

by  bugs.     Ford :  Short  crop ;    drought.     Johnson :  Light  yield ;  bugs  and  drought. 

Pope :  More  than  half  of  them  undug  ;  coldest  November  ever  known.     Menard :  Late 
crop  injured  by  drought. 

Wisconsin. — Douglas  :  All  crops  reduced  by  drought  that  followed  spring  rains. 
Walworth:  Not  so  good  as  crop  of  1879.     La  Fayette:  Short  crop;  drought. 

Minnesota. — Cottonwood :  Many  yet  in  the  ground ;  unexpected  cold  weather.  Fill- 
more:  Good  crop;  "Beauty  of  Hebron"  from  the  department  are  splendid.  Otter 
Tail :  Yield  reduced  by  cold  rains  that  were  followed  by  a  drought.  Pope :  Short 
yield ;  quality  inferior. 

Iowa. — Linn:  Early-planted  were  a  short  crop  ;  late-planted  a  fair  yield. 

Missouri. — Cass:  Raised  for  home  use  only.  Jasper:  Generally  good.  Livingston: 
Injured  by  drought.      Wright :  Not  a  half  crop. 

Kansas. — Dickinson:  Splendid  crop ;  quality  good.  Doniphan:  Poor  crop  ;  enough 
for  home  use  only.  Norton :  Failure ;  drought.  Woodson :  Late-planted  are  very 
small.     Graham:  Poor  crop. 

Nebraska. — Gage:  Agoodmany  are  yet  in  the  ground;  early  winter.  Saline:  Short 
crop ;  drought. 

Oregon. — Yamhill:  Usual  yield;  quality  better  than  last  year.  Douglas:  Short  25 
per  cent,  by  drought. 

Nevada. — Nye:  Good  crop  m  the  canons. 

Colorado. — Larimer  :  Almost  a  failure  ;  ascribed  to  atmospheric  influences. 

Washington  Territory. — Clarke:  Equal  to  any  previous  year,  1879  excepted. 

TOBACCO. 

We  estimate  the  crop  of  the  entire  country  to  be  342,972,777  pounds, 
against  391,278,350  pounds  in  1879,  a  decline  of  about  48,300,000  pounds. 
2  CR 


18  CONDITION    OF    THE    CROPS. 

The  seed-leaf  growing  States  from  Massachusetts  to  Pennsylvania 
have  increased  their  acreage  14  to  15  per  cent,  over  that  of  last  year, 
the  average  yield  for  all  being  about  the  same,  while  Pennsylvania,  the 
most  important  of  these  as  a  grower  of  seed-leaf,  reports  18  per  cent, 
increase  in  acreage,  with  an  average  falling  off  in  yield  of  about  150 
pounds  per  acre,  making  her  crop  about  31,000,000  pounds,  against,  say, 
29,600,000  last  year.  Although  these  figures  indicate  the  largest  crop 
the  State  has  ever  produced,  they  fall  far  short  of  many  estimates  that 
have  been  made.  Our  correspondents  make  no  reports  that  justify 
higher  figures  than  those  given,  and  except  these  reports  we  have  no 
other  data  upon  which  to  base  our  estimate.  In  quality  the  crop  of 
these  States  varies  but  little  from  that  of  1879. 

The  States  (from  Maryland  to  Missouri)  growing  mainly  manufactur- 
ing, smoking,  and  shipping  tobaccos  show  an  average  decrease  in  acre- 
age of  from  9  to  10  per  cent.,  equal  to  31,100  acres,  the  yield  being  only 
about  86  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  previous  year.  While  most  of  the  later 
planted  tobacco,  particularly  in  Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  is 
reported  to  have  been  injured  by  frost,  the  damage  from  that  cause  has 
not,  on  the  whole,  been  material.  In  States  producing  chiefly  these 
sorts  of  tobacco  the  leaf  is  generally  represented  to  be  smaller  than  the 
growth  of  last  year;  nor  is  the  quality  in  other  respects  considered  to  be 
quite  up  to  that  of  1879. 

The  Western  seed-leaf  growing  States,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Wis- 
consin (we  class  Ohio  with  these,  though  she  produces  also  the  manu- 
facturing, smoking,  and  shipping  sorts),  report  a  very  small  decrease  in 
acreage  with  an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  in  yield. 

The  unusual  degree  of  cold  in  November  greatly  hindered  the  hand- 
ling of  the  crop  at  a  time  usually  given  to  that  work,  and  in  consequence 
the  receipts  at  the  principal  markets  have  not  been  so  large  as  usual  at 
the  same  date. 

The  average  price  reported  December  1  is  8.2 —  cents  per  pound  as 
against  5.8  last  year,  and  making  the  total  value  of  the  crop  $27,998,000 
against  $22,727,000  in  1879. 

BUCKWHEAT. 

The  acreage  returned  to  this  department  August  1  indicated  a  de- 
crease of  about  4  per  cent,  since  a  year.  The  yield  per  acre  was  an 
average  of  22.3  against  20.5  last  year,  and  18.2  in  1878.  The  increased 
yield  was  in  ^sTew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  the 
four  States  that  produce  three-fourths  the  crop  of  the  country. 

The  total  product  is  estimated  to  be  13.695,000  bushels  against 
13,140,000  last  year.  The  average  price  as  returned  is  58.5  cents  per 
bushel,  thus  making  a  total  valuation  of  $8,008,799  against  $7,856,191 
in  1879. 
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